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Effects of 1.i Content on The Microstructure and Mechanical

Properties of Mg—6Y-3Zn-xLi Alloys

DU Yue HUANG Xiaochen ZHANG Jingqi ZHANG Yalian DING Junfeng
(Aerospace Research Institute of Materials & Processing Technology, Beijing 100076)

Abstract The as—cast Mg—6Y-3Zn-xLi (x=0, 5, 8 and 11wt% ) alloys were prepared by vacuum induction
melting under controlled argon atmosphere. The alloys were then processed by homogenized treatment and hot
extrusion. The effects of Li content on the microstructure and mechanical properties of the alloys were investigated by
using OM, SEM and tensile test. The results showed that, with increasing Li content, the as—cast Mg—6Y~-3Zn-xLi
alloys were transformed gradually from single o phase structure to (a+ @) dual-phase structure. Meanwhile, the
grain size of Mg matrix, morphology and distribution of eutectic compounds were changed remarkably. After
homogenized treatment, block—like long—period stack ordered (LPSO) phases formed in the Mg—6Y-3Zn-xLi
alloys. As Li content increased, the volume fraction of LPSO phases decreased, while the amount of (Mg, Zn)
. Ysphases increased. Tensile test results indicated that as—extruded Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li alloy exhibitsed the best
comprehensive mechanical properties, i. e. , the ultimate tensile strength and elongation reached to 278 MPa and
11. 6%, respectively. The improvement of mechanical properties was mainly attributed to the complex strengthening
mechanism by the distributed fragmented and refined LPSO phases and the great amount of fine dynamic
recrystallized grains.

Key words Mg-Li alloy, Mg-Y~Zn~-Li alloy, LPSO phase, Microstructure , Mechanical properties
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W5, 4 LA141,LA91, LAZ933 . MA21 MA18 % Jift
o N Atk RS 1) PN 1 e N N R
IR WA Rk, B AR 4
W9 H 25384 2, SCa 1 HAEAT R U N FH - filan,
WL BRI TR S E TR B
B SZHRFNES A HLAE AILE S5 A4 T o 78 4
BatRE, DIse B R E

MR BG4 eI, Y Li % /KT 5. 7%
B, B A S AR 2 HE S O (hep) 2544 1Y a—Mg B
ALY, Y Li & 50 5. 7%~10. 3% I 56805 4
hep S5 44 B9 a—Mg #4057 7 (bee ) 254 1 B—Li #H
LA HRRHZE 205 2 Li % 0 10. 3%, B G 4 R
bee Z5 ¥ B-Li ARLH L . HET, B A 40 1
PR REFe e Pk 22, i R BR il T HC i R Y
I, 51 #ARR E ME 0 s Ak A R B S B A TR
M FEZRREST, 5Hh R R AT MR S A 4
M) TR A RO R Z —

HHFFEERM, 7 Mg-RE &4 s Zn o] LOE %
A B PR 8 PERY LPSO AH , 1T DL BG4 4
Tl MR T PERE . AN, KAWAMURA 1 FH R
TRE ED KI5 4 07 Bl 4 T 2 LPSO AH 4544 1
Mgy, Y,Zn 7 4 , % IR A% B 3K 31 600 MPa. X A
Mg-Li-RE-Zn &G 4 1 3 TR AR A — 2 19 15
% BT, © A5G BT LPSO A Mg
8Li—6Y-2Zn. Mg89Y4Zn2Li5 . Mg92Gd3ZnlLi4 & 4
5 IFTFIR T HHSCHFZE ", (EAS[E) & & Li X Mg-Y-
Zn—1i Z A 4 W RO 20 23 118 552 v LA LA R A Ak B
B AR 1 i P AR 4 2 1 A8 R e A R

A CH & T Mg-6Y-3Zn—xLi (x=0, 5,8, 11,
W% ) B G HEE AT T 50 4k 2K BN FAHT 1 58
55, WF9E T Li & i X G 4 ROW AL 2R ) A R AR I 5
MR, I T B L R 1A PERE A Mg—6Y -
37Zn-8Li &4, AP B A S ik & & 3 ¢
AR ES T S % |
1 IEHRIRFE

TEAME ST, S50 I A RE R FH 4185 (299. 95% )
4[4 (299. 9% ) (AEFE(299. 9% ) L X Mg—20wt% Y
A4 Ml RBEE G &AL, R-HESARY T
(1) L 25 SR MR L 2 AT A IR L T R AR
T ANAE ELiE AT DR 85 , 0 5 Tl B 455 1 7 650~750 C, fix
LAR1E Mg—-6Y-3Zn—xLi (x=0,5,8,11,wt%, F )&
SRERE B A 44 SO A AR A an e 1 7R o

FE B0 7S PAA B T R AT B BE 1 3 5T AL R AL B
Y51 AR AR BRIRE A 480 °C, SRR R A 6 h, 45 5 it
125 o ZJa N5 35 & 4 B 4 UEA T 3T
JEASJE S0, 55 R IR R 300 °C, BF R LR 1501, 8¢
_ag

JEIEE 5 mm/s. fela , T AR If 217 2 i
Py 2 PERE DN 3, ARG AE Instron 5569 7 REHE
AU IS AL AT, PR E R 1 mm/mine WA FRPRE
A BE AR A AR B @10 mmx10 mm A9 IKFE , 48
i F B LA O A 4 9 iF TR TR U WO T, R
OLYMPUS GX51 4 AH I sl 458 K 56 [ FEI 4 1 1
(SEM) AW X IO ZH 2Lk AT W5 S o3 # o
&1 XBREESHUFENS
Tab.1 Chemical composition of the studied alloy wt%

% Uy SEI ALY
Mg-6Y-3Zn Mg-5.82Y-2.78Zn
Mg-6Y-3Zn-5Li Mg-5.66Y-2.85Zn—4.57Li

Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li Mg-5.71Y-2.68Zn-7.73Li

Mg-6Y-3Zn-11Li Mg—5.52Y-2.91Zn-10.23Li

2 ZERE5HH
2.1 BEEENRMEAR

1 55745 Mg—6Y-3Zn—xLi 45 45 Fl 4 M 2H 41 1R
Fo MBI 1) A LLE ), 58 Mg-6Y-3Zn—xLi &
& HAA LAY Meg-Y~Zn 5 & HOWA 2, EZH o-Mg
IR €80 B2 DX 3880 1 it B A 2% 32 5 0% X AR 4 A1 KL R 7
HORES — A (At BE X O H K. Y Ligo &R & ik
F)5% [ K 1(b) ],Mg-6Y-3Zn-5Li 54 B iZH 41 &
FH =M 1 A 34 25 AR 23 A i 3k i Ak S 0 AR
5 Mg-6Y-3Zn & 4 1 0 HL R BRIR AR AR L, FE3E &4k
AR SEES AN, A 1(h) FRAE AR AU b 5
SENAL TG RS BRI PCIRAR . B Lioc R it
— BN 1(e) ], Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li & 4 3t i ik
GRS AR A ] B AR R R 2
11T Mg—6Y-3Zn A4, 1580200 wm DA b o 124 Li &
HIKF) 1% W), & e Rk rh p-Li AP I3 2, A it 3t
in Tl G W 3 2 IR B 23 A R T 2 1 KR o S
ARG B ORI AR o XU RH Li oe 2 A A 24 i
Mg-6Y-37Zn & 4 4t d b &9 8y 7= A=, A ek 22 4t
PG W) TE S AN S5 A A

TN MALITTERL R T & 41 a-Mg VP34 ik
ReFryZAk . ATRLE ), a-Mg BY-F- 35 Stk Rt 5
Li 35 12 B 38 0 2 B S 80/ N I 185 KB = 32 ek /s 1Y)
Al M LA R IA R 5% I, BT AL R R Y
I A A PR 3 HOR RST [R s/ N , & 473
BT IR B e /IME 45 pmo 24 Li 5 8 KT 8% A, Fifi
HIL G YR, SR B-Li IS £, a-Mg T
Y aioRn ROST W) S 38 K J5 i i/ a5, A BEoT R
B, Li ST 3R A 0 a] LASE 2o B 4O B 2 21900 ) a-M g
RS RIPE A . BIL, 38 2409 Li JG 2R 8 i nl
DLA R bR
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(a) Mg-6Y-3Zn

IS

(¢) Mg—-6Y-3Zn-8Li

(d) Mg-6Y-3Zn-11Li

K1 #HESaanemasUs sy

Fig. 1 Optical microstructure images of as—cast alloys

2.2 HSNAIEIF Mg-6Y-3Zn-xLi & &M AR
EpA)
2.2.1 Mg-6Y-3Zn—xLiG & &HALR
HTH&eESHAFEREH RN RLE
Yy, FES A0 T AL X G 4 1 1 S PR RE RN S S
TN TAEREAF] , H L5 X & & P T8 51 (b ab 2
2 NG SR AL PR S 1) Mg—6Y-37Zn-xLi & 42 1)
SAHE . ME 2(a) il WL, 2 480°Cx6 h 11 ¥ 5] fk ik

B, Mg—-6Y-3Zn & 4 fn A0 3 AL 5 ) XS R IS
FUIU A SR AR , [EI IR oM fkr P o B0 5 2 A 4T
PRAH . 2 Li S BN 5% B[ & 2(h) 1, A B ()
Mg—6Y~-3Zn-5Li &4 B a—Mg . & FAb B 0o A (1) 4
BARAALE . MiBEE Li & ik — P& 2(e) ],
Mg—-6Y-3Zn-11Li A 4 Ze i 40 1, TR 4G 545 25 A A4k
SEFRRII A 1 R A2 AN 5 534 B PIRAR
[ 7E - Mg Aok A H B K 831 B A/ INBR A

Mg-6Y-3Zn (b) Mg-6Y-3Zn-5Li

2 22480 Cx6 h 32 (L Ak BES 6 9 AR SUR A
Fig. 2 Optical microstructure images of the alloys after homogenized treatment at 480 °C for 6 h

W E b A S 6 4 a-Mg BY-F- 3 ftoki R ST B &
Li & Er 2 S BEG SRR EFE A, L&
IR B 5% B, &b AL IR ARG 22 Sy K i Al , &
G-y fbobn R 38 B iR /IMA 32 pm, 5HEE A &4
Mo Y Li S WG N, B A A HOTR A AR
SELRI D, B-Li AHAHS £ a-Mg P25 ki T
P R B I8N 35 3 25 pum,
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2.2.2 Mg-6Y-3Zn—xLi &£ % Z1H SEM F 3 &
EDS #1455
Rt o M A A S A, WA 4 i
17 SEM £ F1 EDS B 2 . H1F Li o0 2 M LA
D, DR AR Mg Y Zn JC R BYIIRSE R, g 2
F7R o
&l 3 Mg-6Y—-3Zn—«Li & 4 44 480 Cx6 h ¥
39



R2 Z4B0Cx6 hHEAUABEEEWEEETER
EDS 5y #T 45 5%
Tab. 2 EDS analysis results of phases in the alloys after
homogenized treatment at 480 °C for 6 h

T at%
G4 Ji Yt
Zn Mg
A a-Mg 1.51 047  98.02
B HetkAH 7.6 43 88.1
Mg-6Y-3Zn
C KM 16.64 7.01 76.35
D FrHek 49.93 1.66 48.41
A a-Mg 129 041 98.3
B HetR AR 11.63 6.47 81.9
Mg—-6Y-3Zn-5Li
C A 17.46 5.82 76.72
D T 622 0.92 36.89
A a-Mg 0.51 0.07  98.01
B B-Li 036  0.05 17.46
Mg—-6Y-3Zn—11Li
C HetkAH 9.81 5.6 84.6
D PR AR 17.31 8.19 74.5

S AL BE B TOM AL SEM K . AT LAFE £, Mg-6Y -
37n A 4 SO AL 20 oMLK B IR G HetR AR i kA7 7 —
L by T VR — A2 T Tl ) R P AR R A o TR E
HtRAH PN IR 5% B — 5 1 €0 1 N1 B2 K SR AR AT
HuM. EDSAINSE SR FH , Mg-6Y-3Zn &4 a-Mg
FEARC AT Y B Zn B9 & B, 35100 1. 51 at%
F10. 47 at% , 5E K EHORAA (5 B) 153 Mg-7. 6Y-
4.37n(at% ) . ¥ Mg-RE-Zn & 4 A X WF 5T,
LPSO A1 EL A F¢ 5k T8 B RRAE < )2 7 10 (B)
AR5 5350 HE Mg-Y-Zn 5 4 A BLY) 14H B FT 18R 7Y

r3

(a) Mg—-6Y-3Zn (b) Mg-6Y-3Zn-5Li

LPSO A ) )8 43 4351 i Mg—6Y—-7Zn (at% ) Fl Mg—6Y -
4Zn (at%) . R, AT LUK B34 50 4k ab B S Mg-6Y -
3Zn &4 EIBOIRAE g LPSO A . 7EHIR LPSO A1
()58 AN 7 S SR A (5 C) I AR5 18053 A Mg—
16. 64Y-7.01Zn (at% ) , 5 Mg-Y-Zn & 4= % it 17
TEM (Mg, Zn),, Y AT . X1, Mg-6Y-3Zn &4
Y154k Ja B Btk LPSO A AL i AH (Mg, Zn) ,, Y 2 [A]
M. BEE Lifas i, Mg-6Y-3Zn—-5Li & 4 ' a-Mg
HEERGEAPRFYMZn S 2R TR, 255
1.29at% 1 0. 41at% . HAR A (45 B) K 43~ Mg-
11. 63Y-6. 47Zn(at% ) , M 48 T 550 F1 8 531 72 41558 Ry
LPSO A 5 5 J bR AR AH I 19 115 IR AR (5 B) i1k 2%
5 H Mg—17. 46Y-5. 827Zn (at%) , i ¢ "~ (Mg, Zn)
WY Mo X UEI, Mg—6Y-3Zn—5Li &4 Fh &8 AL,
KEAEZ

ML BTN, Mg—6Y-3Zn-11Li 54 H Y
N Zn 7E a-Mg (A 5 : 0.51 at% Y =0. 07 at% Zn) Fl
B-Li (B A5 0. 36 at% Y-0. 25 at% Zn) " (1) 55 & ¥y 4b
THARIKN- o AMHET Mg-6Y-3Zn 545, Y Fl Zn 1E o~
Mg i & i W R REAR . 5 B RIET , Zn 7 B-Li AH
TEWEET o-Mg P, X SWHEFE—H Zn R
T, N/ T LPSO AHITE 1, [RIET , JE Jl— 26 bk
Ao EDS Z5 F R0, a-Mg/B-Li kit A Ab JK (B R A1
(A5 C)FUASE 51 PR AR (5 D) 433114 LPSO AT (Mg,
Zn), Y Mo BT, (Mg, Zn),, Y AR 800 8 i T
LPSO#H. ULAh, EDSZ5 R R, A FE 4 iriciy
75 B AR B8 B HEE , 6 N Mg—RE 44 Hh 3 ik
FEAER & 7 T AH

I3 22480°C%6 h #5) fLAbH1S & 61 SEM ]
Fig. 3 SEM images of the alloys after homogenized treatment at 480 °C for 6 h

MR EF B JE Mg-6Y-3Zn & 4 M 41
2l (Mg, Zn) ,, Y AR 3 B % Li & 5 093 i i&
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ZHYIMAF T Mg-Y-Zn & 4 ¥ 51 AL B R v Bl
(Mg, Zn),,Y 3540, i BHLAS LPSO A TE A . BRI AT
AEA AR LA 55—, Li 78 Mg JE 44 Hp [ 75 B 2038 4
Y M Zn, [RIBS, LigGE A & T30 Mg (1) 5046 &A=
a0 —

k. HFAEITEMEZEER, I Mg 3Lk
r ) [ 5 BE O T REAR T Y i Zn 7E a-Mg B4
IR . 58—, Mg-Y-Zn 2G4, Wl LBl Al
HEBR )2 552 I B LPSO A b 22 25 1F . R4 Li JF
ASF)FIE B 2485 ALY F Zn B3I 2080/ )2
EBE A | T 7E a—Mg (0001 ) 3 [ JE By E YR )2 45
[) B AR 2 38 2 B 43 L o Y Li & i A B, Li Xt
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W 2SS ERIEA R . Hik, R Y Al
Zn RAEAE Mg 19 318 _E LUTE B LPSO A1, (U A 7> &
Y A Zn DAL AR AT . S L —
{HL IS 3 3 2 4 %) 250 1R ik 2L |, 53X 0 LPSO A
Bt i o [RE, PR K R AR 9 Y R Zn JR T
RAELE AL I K (Mg, Zn) , Y AL i AH
2.3 FETEXF Mg-6Y-3Zn—-xLi & £ R A LA/
=AU

Bl 4 g B He 25 Mg—6Y-3Zn—xLi 5 4 19 G AH 4121
MR . Y L& AR, Mg—6Y-3Zn—5Li 4 4 oW
WAV H 7 i, 350 A0 b B8 5 T8 18 0 Stk 5
TR AR AL, T BT R ) A AR v S 3 AR
I3 I 4(a) TR, a-Mg BB T 25 1 3 S 45

fir, A4 R R S IR R 10 wm 2245 . T RE RS Li & &
AR, SR PO T B B—Li A1, I ELIARRU /- 804 i
P, BA B IR RE ), & & BT H LR
FPA LYK, a-Mg FRG5 SARFR > BT REAR . N
I, 7E Mg—-6Y-3Zn—«xLi & 4 A7 78 hi K A5 B ML R &
T4 b A a—Mg SRz, W 4 (c) BT, S35 ok R F
PEEE) 30 pm 24 o A BRAR R KR R
SN L pum B SRR FBURLAR

P 5 0 3% AL I J5 Mg—6Y—37Zn—xLi & 4 1 B3l
HAUSEM . 454 EDS Kl 43 #T , Mg—6Y-3Zn—5Li .,
Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li & 4 H HLAR AH A5 4K 24 LPSO #H 1
(Mg, Zn),,Y, 2 Al RIE OB AT A . Mg—6Y-
3Zn - SLi & & YR BE G A Y i FEER AT N K

(b) Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li

B

(¢) Mg-6Y-3Zn-11Li
B4 HFESEGENSHALRA

Fig. 4 Optical microstructure images of the as—extruded alloys

FHIMEIT.Z  hitp://www.yhelgy.com 20214 %5 64l



7~18 pm % 1~5 pm BN B[ E5(a) |, 1T Mg-
6Y-3Zn-8Li £ 4x Hr AR 28 AR R Hm /0N, {H i
TG RAF o0 A AN 4 5) S BURIE J5 Ja &8 X 3
WA AR LS . BERE A Bk LPSO AH A K
(Mg, Zn),,Y 3 5 AH T3 o PSN HLEIEASIE o F2 v i
HEEASFREE OB R o R AE b S AL B AT HLAE
o T :
B

...... PR
v >

R st o

A= el
I;_"ﬁ",&\ S
:—‘ ETN ‘\’ .4-
212 gl =g 2n
| 7 ShE

FH BELAG 2h 25 145 S Ak S K, PRI BF 28 Mg-6Y -
37Zn-5Li Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li & 4 W4 214 51 41 /N
1M Mg—=6Y-3Zn—11Li 7 4 1, BUIR (Mg, Zn) ,, Y AR Al
LPSO AHIE & AR BIOF TN &) #5345 7E a-Mg/
B-Lidh S AL, MELLHAT 3B R, i B & 40 /N
RIAH A A] RESE PV IR i B T L ) MgLiZn A6

—_—

-

S 0.

(a) Mg—-6Y-3Zn-5Li (b) Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li (¢) Mg-6Y-3Zn-11Li

5 PHUESAENMNALISEM
Fig.5 SEM images of the as—extruded alloys

2.4 Mg-6Y-3Zn-xLi & & hFHEERE OS5

F 3G T AFRPRE A A = WP I 2 M re
REHE. AT A TEHSA 4, Sl 5 b b 3
JE B RS TE G 4 2 iR B A ) 27 M R 3445 3 B 4
Tt H Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li & & 45 & J1 e fcds, 1
FRPIPLIR I GEAR R 350 55511 183 MPa 6. 2%
KEHE TG 2278 MPa  11. 6%, 454 ik W4
AR H TR THRZ0Y M Zn JGE R
TR T JLT 3 220 4 Ja Ak &9, X A Ak &
Y0 S A AT T S A A SR (R A 9 M Y
FEAC WA A & 0 AR s R R o R EAEH
UG 4 PSR B . % A Bt 7 26 ) S A P45
i 00 T RO 20, fil B 4 1 i B A e 3445 2
e . EBT R R, S AL A HOR S AR I
75 R B 5] R B AR AE o-Mg/B-Li FL i , BHLAS7 4i% iz
Bl R ERAVE T, & 400 71 2 Mk BB AT B AH I 48 /& o
[, B T B—Li AHEA A Y = (28 1, G 4 3
S IEBVE ] . Mg—6Y-3Zn—11Li & 4 B-Li M &
R BT i, DR A A 4 1) YR A5 T B8 T S

f

Y

#£3 Mg-6Y-3Zn—xLiG &£ ERNFMHENIER
Tab.3 Mechanical properties of Mg—6Y—-3Zn-xLi alloys
at ambient temperature

PURism e JH AR R

T LA

/MPa /MPa 1%
{7 196 134 45

Mg-6Y-3Zn-5Li
e+ R 282 237 6.7
L7 183 128 6.2

Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li
Wb+ R 278 225 11.6
L7 161 132 93

Mg—-6Y-3Zn-11Li
e+ R 248 193 16.4

Kl 6 R85 A Mg—-6Y-3Zn—xLi & 4 Y Hv Aty K
JESSEM B8 o AT LU Y, $5 A Mg-6Y-3Zn-5Li
A A AR O O B4 L i A R —
JE [0 M M T SLRRAIE , 3 W] RS2 B T Btk LPSO AH A
B SRR TS AR, B B0
TR Li 75 A 3G 0, 407 580 ) 5 o2, 49088 R AL
B, Mg—6Y—3Zn—11Li 4 45 W7 11 52 30 1 S 750 )
PITEWT LR, A S i SRR Re ) . SIS TE

PO . YA D

(a) Mg-6Y-3Zn-5Li (b) Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li (¢) Mg—-6Y-3Zn-11Li
FEl6 HYHAE 4005 a1 g5

Fig. 6 Fractural morphologies of the as—extruded alloys after the tensile tests
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55 N ER WL EE B URLCAR (1925 — A, X U B 24T g
SRR A (Mg, Zn),, Y AAR B A= K KAy .
3 #ig

A SCH T Mg-6Y-3Zn—Li (x=0, 5, 8, 11,
wt% ) G EE  JFHEAT T 3850k A Ab B A HAET R 5
5, WESE T Li B iR 4 OW ZH ZURN I 22 PE BRI 5
MR, EEEEIE T .

(DFEE Ligo R Sy, %86 25 H o
ARG R 28N ok B BUFHZE A, a-Mg T34 iy
AN IS VS AN SR N D R R R N R
=k

(2) B 5)46 5 Mg—6Y-3Zn & 4 O 21 h (Mg,
Zn) Y FAR TR B BE 25 Li & 5 09 388 032 w48 K, i
LPSO FRFR 4 BOE W8N . Li T ER B IAFI T Mg-
Y-Zn & & B 5 AL B R B (Mg, Zn) ,, Y 3
AH , 17 BEHLAS LPSO AHAYTE RY .

(3)Mg-6Y-3Zn-8Li & 4 21 4 5] £k Ab # F 4
B AR R I Je AR B 255 15k fig , B o B2 AN
FIEfH R 3K 3] 278MPa Fl 11. 6%, X J& i1 T Hefk LPSO
FHAB R S 38 S VR H o A T BT K F 4l /N Bl A P45
i A 3L [F] s AL VE .
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